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Focus

Front cover illustrations: On February 3,
1852, the Indiana General Assembly
requested information about Liberia from
James Mitchell, agent of the Indiana
Colonization Society. Mitchell responded in
the pamphlet, portions of which are
reproduced on the cover. Pamphlet is in the
Indiana Division, Indiana State Library. The
map of Africa is reproduced from a school
geography textbook, circa 1850.
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In 1852, the Indiana General Assem-
bly formed the Indiana Colonization
Board and began providing funds to
help Indiana free blacks emigrate to
Liberia on the western coast of
Africa. Today, this may sound like
an extraordinary idea, but black
colonization had been proposed as
early as 1815.

This issue explores black
colonization and Indiana’s part in
the nationwide movement in the
nineteenth century. The guest
editor, Mary Anthrop, Lafayette, is
introduced on page 3. Thanks to her
for sharing her fascinating work.

On pages 4-5, there is an
overview of the legal and social
status of blacks in Indiana during
this period.

On pages 6-9, the history of

Questions about Liberia

colonization in the context of
antislavery and abolitionist move-
ments in the U.S. and Indiana is
discussed.

On page 10, there is a brief
overview of the founding of Liberia
and conditions there at that time.

On pages 11-13, life in Liberia
is presented through the stories of
several emigrants, mainly from the
Wabash Valley of Indiana.

On page 14, “You be the
historian” provides suggestions for
further work. An interesting ques-
tion of a conflict of documents is
also presented.

On page 15, there is the usual
page of bibliography and resources.
Page 16 lists the known
Hoosiers who emigrated to Liberia.

HALL OF THE IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Ruv. J. Mircmriz,

February 3, 1852. }

Agent of the Amariean Colanization Society :—

I have the honeor to cammunicata to yen the enclosed copy of a reselution this day
adopted by the Indiana Homse of Representatives, to which an amwer, at an eatly date

is most respectfully solicited.

I em sir, with respect,

GEORGE L. B1TES,
Clerk of Iouse of Representotives,

Hemplved, That the Rey. I. M]I.clmll Agent of the American Colonization Seciety, be
respeetfully requesied to farnish to this Hoeuss at his carliest eonvenience, answers to the :

following questions, viz :

1st. Should the State of Indiana doterinine to cstablished @ scitloment on Lhs coast of
Africa, for the accommaodation of her colared people, where will be the best point 7 ",

2d. What will be the prebable cost of procuring sn extout of terrifery suflicient for
the purposo t what its loeation, health, fortitity, natural produections and inducements

for such a settlement ?

3d., What iz the character of the soil of Liberia, nature of climate, character of iis

inhabitants and government 7

4th. What are the lnducements for sending our colored population to Liberia?

Gtk Haw much doea it cost Lo transport emigrants to Liberia each 1

6th, What iz the number of colored persons in Tndiana at this time, and what propor-
tior of them could probably be induced te emigrate to the land of their futhers 7 and 1o
furnish any other information pertinent fo the subject in his possession ; and that a2 copy
of this resolution be immediately furnished to the Rev. J. Mitchell, by tho clerk of this

Houeo.
Adopted February 3, 1852,

Reproduced above is the list of questions asked by the Indiana General
Assembly in February 1852. The state was considering whether to support
the establishment of an Indiana colony in Liberia.
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Mary Anthrop, guest editor

One afternoon about twelve years ago,
as I was reading microfilm copies of
newspapers in the Tippecanoe County
Public Library, my attention wan-
dered to a small local article. The
1854 notice announced the visit to
Lafayette of John McKay, an African-
American agent of the Indiana
Colonization Society. Having recently
returned from Liberia, he was travel-
ing around the state recruiting
emigrants and securing financial
support from white benefactors. How
interesting, I thought, and I copied
the article.

Several years later I was asked
to prepare a program on African-
American life in Tippecanoe County
before the Civil War. When I remem-
bered the clipping on John McKay’s
visit to Lafayette, I began a research
journey that would take me from
county and state depositories to the
Library of Congress.

Researching African-American
history and the colonization move-
ment in Indiana has been challenging
as well as fascinating. Indiana refer-
ences to colonization relied almost
solely on Indiana governmental
records, and did not reveal the
emigrants’ personal stories. So I
turned to county secondary and
primary resources.

Unfortunately secondary county
histories often do not discuss minority
experiences prior to the Civil War. At
first, some of the fragmented glimpses
of African-American life in primary
sources appeared insignificant. I dis-
covered, however, that these collected
bits of primary information presented

the key to understanding nineteenth-
century African-American life.

Contemporary newspapers and
periodicals occasionally made refer-
ences to African Americans and their
activities. Newspapers noted church
and social gatherings. African-
American barbers described their
businesses in newspaper ads. Local
white commentary on African-
American activities, however, often
reflected a biased viewpoint. Newspa-
per articles rarely quoted African
Americans.

Legal documents, such as
marriage records, court records, and
deeds, helped to answer questions
about family life, religious practices,
legal disputes, and land ownership
among African Americans.

Census records of 1850 listed
heads of household, family members,
occupations, and personal wealth. A
few historical depositories held
business account books, which
described African-American economic
exchanges.

Locating original writings of
African Americans was another
difficult task. The Indiana Coloniza-
tion Society agents frequently quoted
excerpts of emigrant letters in their
reports or reprinted them in local
newspapers. Some historians, how-
ever, question the authenticity of
such letters. Opponents of coloniza-
tion had often charged that agents
had edited emigrant letters. Original
copies of the letters which would
prove the authenticity of the printed
versions have almost all disappeared.

Curiosity prompts long-term search

Io! for Liberia.
Rev. John McKey, a colored man, who ve-
turncd recently from Liberia, where he had
spent a few months enquiring into the cor-
dition of the new Republic, is now in this
city, the authorized agentof the State Colo-
nization Society of Indiana, seliciting money
to erect public buildings for the use of all
who may emigrate from this State. He givesa
very interesting account of the far off country.
He says it is the finest country he ever saw,
both asto external appearance, and richness
of svil. "The climate is not so oppressive as.
is generally supposed. Hesays heat no time'
expericnced as warm weather as we are hav-’
ing in Lafayette now. Mr. McKey intends
to remove to Liberia goon, and make it his’
permanent nome, and recommends that‘
course to all his colored friends of Indiana
The ebject for which Mr, MceKey is sohmtmw\
funds, is o philanthropic one, and should bc‘
responded to by all benevolent hearts,

Lafayette Daily Courier, July 7, 1854.

=
Mary Anthrop noticed this article in an
1854 Lafayette, Indiana newspaper. Her
curiosity about this article has led her on a
continuing search for more information
about Indiana emigrants to Liberia.

The American Colonization
Society Collection at the Library of
Congress provides an invaluable source
of primary materials; it contains
letters from Indiana emigrants.
Microfilm of the records is available
through interlibrary loan.

I began my research journey with
a single newspaper clipping. Now I
have an overflowing archival box of
file folders. I do not, however, consider
the journey complete. On the research
trail, I explored only one experience of
Hoosier African Americans. Now I
hope to begin a writing and sharing
journey, and I encourage young
historians to take on similar challeng-
ing trips.

First African
slaves in North

Lorens de Gominot
granted license to
import 4,000
African

slaves to Spanish-
American colonies
(Grun, 231).

Beginnings of
slave trade;
Spanish settlers to
take African
slaves o New
World

(Grun, 227).
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America arrive at
Va. (Grun, 279).

Five black slaves
belonging to French
settlers in Vincennes are
1st documented blacks
living in what is now Ind.
(Thornbrough, Negro, 1).

Samuel Sewall’s
book, The Selling
of Joseph,
becomes 1st
American protest
against slavery
(Grun, 321).

361).

U.S. Congress
prohibits import
of slaves into
U.S. (Grun,

U.S. Congress Denmark U.S. law requires
passes Northwest becomes st escaped slaves be
Ordinance nation to returned fo owners
prohibiting slavery  abolish slave  (Grun, 369).

in Northwest trade (Grun,

Territory (Hawkins, ~ 368).

23).
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Being black in Indiana

The earliest report of African Ameri-
cans living in what is now Indiana
comes from a 1746 report on French
settlements which states that forty
white men and five black slaves lived
in Vincennes on the Wabash River.
Frenchmen living in the area contin-
ued to keep slaves throughout both
the French and English occupations.
After the American Revolution, the
U.S. Congress adopted the Ordinance
of 1787 to govern the new western
territory. This Ordinance prohibited
slavery and involuntary servitude in
the Northwest Territory.

Many of the first white settlers
in Indiana brought their slaves with
them from slave states in the south.
After Indiana Territory was formed in
1800, proslavery political leaders
including Governor William Henry
Harrison enacted laws evading the
slavery prohibition in the Northwest

Successful barber in Terre Haute

FPRODIGY:
The'79 feet Barbder Pole —the loftiest in

this part of Indiana.
Is the sign of EDWARD ROYE'’S splendid open-
front Barber Shop, in which is carried on Barbering,
a fashionable and fancy Hair Dressing; every branch
of the tonsuratic business pursued; making false
“ curls, (if the hair be furnished, to be woven.) equal
to the eastern article; renewing Razors; putting
g the most perfect and delicate edges on them,
coloring Garments, almost any shade, as done in
the English factories; Renovating and Listering
“ Garments to the appearance of new. The shop and
’ ground being mine, with entire freedom from
u indebtedness to all the world (except gratitude
and exchange of business.) with the best patron-
_a age of the paying kind, prove my permanent
residence here. Without the fulfillment of the
above promises, no charge will be made. Charges

u to suit the hard times, and not beyond those in the
v ordinary shops. Strops of those bringing razors to
' be renewed, re-conditioned to their first sharpen-

- ing qualities, without charge. Shop a few doors
B3 North of Stewart’s Hotel, (Washingtonian House.)

1794 1803 1805 1807 1807

Slavery Ind. Territorial Legislature  Ind. Territorial Legislature enacts law allowing  England Ind. Territorial Legislature

abolished in  enacts law which allows whites to bring Negroes and Mulattoes of and  prohibits slave  enacts law which allows slaves

French whites to hold Negroes beyond the age of 15 into Ind. and indenture  trade (Grun, to be brought into territory,

colonies and Mulattoes, and other  them into a determined service; males under 379). requiring them to sign recorded

(Grun, 371).  noncitizens of U.S., as 15 were to serve until 35, females until 32; agreement to serve a master; if
slaves while legally masters required to register and post a $500 they refuse, they would be
referring to them as bond for each servant (Philbrick, 136-39). removed to a slave state
servants (Philbrick, 42-46). (Philbrick, 523-26).
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Ordinance and restricting the rights
of all blacks in the Territory.

By the time Indiana became a
state, the antislavery faction had
assumed political leadership. The 1816
Constitution clearly prohibited slavery
and involuntary servitude. The effects
of the 1816 Constitution and of
Indiana Supreme Court rulings in
favor of blacks over the next decades
slowly eliminated slavery and inden-
tured servitude in Indiana. Nothing
was done however to restore civil
rights to the growing black population
in Indiana.

Blacks were not allowed to vote
or to serve in the militia. They could
not testify in court cases involving
whites. Black children were not
allowed to attend public schools. After
1831, black settlers in Indiana were
required to register with county
authorities and to post a $500 bond
as a guarantee of good behavior.

Blacks moving to Indiana
elonged to one of three groups:
lacks who had been free or whose
families had been free for a long time
in their home states; recently freed
slaves; and fugitive slaves. Increasing
restrictions on the liberties of free
blacks living in slave states and laws
prohibiting recently freed slaves from
remaining in slave states provided the
motivation for many to make the
dangerous trek from south to north.

b
b

Terre Haute Wabash Courier, September 1843.

Edward J. Roye moved to Terre Haute,
Indiana from Ohio. He owned and operated
a succesful barbershop for several years
before returning to Ohio and ultimately
emigrating to Liberia. The text has been
transcribed for readability.

North Carolina, Virginia, and Ken-
tucky provided most of Indiana’s
black settlers.

At least thirty black farm
communities were established, mostly
in central and southern Indiana,
between 1820 and 1850. Farming and
farm labor were the most common
occupations of blacks listed in the
1850 census. Others included barber,
blacksmith, carpenter, plasterer,
brickmason, whitewasher, shoemaker,
cooper, teamster, cook, steward,
waiter, and domestic servant. Many
blacks moving to Indiana cities settled
along the Ohio River where work in
the river boat industry was available.

Because blacks were excluded
from white society, including publicly
funded schools, black settlers in
Indiana established their own schools,
churches, and social organizations.

Increasing tensions nationally
between antislavery and slavery
factions beginning in the late 1830s
resulted in increasing prejudice
against blacks. The culmination of this
prejudice in Indiana was Article XIII
of the Indiana Constitution of 1851,
which stated that “No negro or
mulatto shall come into, or settle in
the State, after the adoption of this
Constitution.” Section 2 set fines for
violations of the article, and Section 3
provided that money from fines be
used to defray costs of sending blacks
in Indiana to Liberia. Additional
legislation required all blacks already
living in Indiana to register with the
clerk of the circuit court.

Sources: Thornbrough, Negro, 1, 32, 68,
142, 143, 151, 166-72; Vincent, xii, xiii.

1807

Ind. Territorial Legislature adds restrictions
for servants; requires a pass when at, or
more than, 10 miles from master’s home,
unable to go to other plantations without
permission, and “Riots, routs, unlawful
assemblies, trespass and seditious speeches”
punished by whipping (Philbrick, 463-67).
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Total Black population in Indiana

1810 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860
630 1,420 3,632 7,168 11,262 11,428

State of North Caroling Counties with largest black population

Indiana State Library, Indiana Division.

Randolph County Be it known to all County [1820 | 1830 | 1840 | 1850 |1860
whom this may concern. That where as A[las] Evans, Clark 138 243 388 582 520
a young man of Colour, and is a resident of the Floyd 69 265 402 574 757
county Aforesaid, has Informed us the undersigned e 147 384
that he Intends traveling to the western states. And Teeon 112 240 420 568 512
has applied to us for our comindation. This may Knox 284 146 561 530 449
therefore certify that he is afree man and that we Marion 555 650 825
have been Intimately aquainted with him for eight or Randoloh 5 123 544 562 825
ten years and so far as our knowledge extends we andolp

believe him to be avery Industrious young man one RPSh 107 481 427 419
in which much confidence may be placed with good Vigo 26 123 425 748 706
moral character Wayne 66 417 626 11,036 870

Givin under our hands. This September 24th d— Source: Thornbrough, Negro, 22, 44-45.

A.D. 1849

A. S. Harm[ey] JP
Samuel Craven
James Curtis
Calvin Henson
Henry Craven
Elias Hughes
Samuel Allen
Jack H. Allison
James Scott
Adam Brown
Hiram Henson
Daniel Henson
Peter Black
Hezikiah B. Allen
Joseph Cox

E. I. V. Craven
Wm. Cox

James Allen
Enoch Cox

Robert Cox
Elisha Colf]fin
John Miller

Indiana State Library, Indiana Division.

The background document above is a reduced-size
reproduction of the free papers of Aflas] Evans of Randolph
County, North Carolina. Free papers provided some
security to free blacks travelling from southern states to
northern free states. The transcription of this document,
which overlays the reproduction, details the necessary
information and lists the signers of the document.

After the adoption of Article Xl of the 1851 Constitution,
blacks living in Indiana were required to register themselves
and their families with clerks of circuit courts. The document

at right is a reproduction of a registration certificate issued in

Gibson County, Indiana to Gilly Ann Perry. Some Indiana
counties were more diligent than others in the registration of

blacks. Many of these so-called Negro Registers are
available in the Indiana State Archives.

U.S. prohibits  Paul Cuffee, black Quaker, Ind. Constitution Based on Sierra Leone Samuel Milroy, Ind. Ind. law declares no person with a Il. Black Law
slave trade finances voyage to Sierra forbids slavery; seftlement, white proponents of  General Assembly, fourth or more Negro blood can give  restricts black
from Africa Leone, Africa with group of  forbids “Negroes, black colonization form proposes a resolution testimony in cases involving a white immigration
(Grun, 378).  black Americans and Mulattoes and American Colonization Society ~ to move free blacks to party; infermarriage between whites (Thornbrough,
establishes settlement Indians” to serve in (Library of Congress Timeline). ~ the West (Crenshaw, 13). and blacks forbidden (Thornbrough, Negro, 56).

(Library of Congress
Timeline).

the militia and vote
(Hawkins, 84, 86).

© Copyright Indiana Historical Bureau 2000
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American Colonization Society

National society promotes colonization

COL‘O\HZ &'I‘IO\T SQOCIETY. !

'I'Jxe tlm'd annual »mcqtmg of the Americay
Tﬂ’ for .colonizing: the free peopld .of colof! of:
the ' United Statesy was held at Dr. Laufe’s
‘l:'m:;:h' in this city, en Satunday, January
5 »

The meeting was opencd by he following”
address by the Lion. Bysnnrop WasHING
President of the Socie ty:

The report made fo the last mectin %of thlt So~
cicly, by the gurriving agent who bad om-
missioned * tol visit Afvica for (he purpose| first
mentioned, ojust have mtlsﬁcd every imppitial
mind, that a teritgry of cm try upon ﬂx west
coast, sufliciqut in ckeent| " m:xceptmna :le as
to the Tertitity of its il ho.'ll'ihme“ ol ifs cli=
mate, p\d th a‘dundu.nce of its prescni pyud ucts, ,
to supply the | first wants of the Columsts,fmy be
obtained vpou the, mont rcnmnahfe terms,

“The repott of thé Board of Mlnagq_n myde 1o
‘the same meeting, " contirmed, g it-now ' {s, by
iuuculm- and extemsive enguities sinee prosec.

The Indiana Gazette, February 10, 1820.

ed Ly the respectable, arents emploed ful that -
urpehe, and by information received from |other,
authentic sourcos, afford’ the most|sathfat

surances ihat men- of improved thinds, esti-

shablo for their moral and. rcligions pri iples,
may be selected from e free people of dalor in
the Utiled States, who are not only willifizr, but

unvioys; 4 'become the founders of the pig

“Cofdny. * The dificulty wit nof be topbtain exfi
grabts, but to make, from |amadng the applican
a judicions choi uf prersobs wortly of becoming
the:first settlers, gnd “the Beat fitted Lo concxlu s
the fricadshin of the! ‘natives, and to maks the o
ceasary preparations for thf reception of t.xexr ful-.
_ture fellpw-citizens, it

The American Colonization Society raised
private funds to send a representative to
western Africa to purchase land suitable
for black emigrants from the U.S. The ACS
funded colonies that became Liberia,
which still exists today. Excerpts from the
Society’s annual meeting, as reported in
the newspapers, are reproduced above.

1820 1820 1820

Missouri Compro-
mise—Me. enters
Union as free state

In a test case, Polly v.
Lasselle, Ind. Supreme
Court affirms that

(1820); Mo. as a Constitution abolished  Leone; high death rate
slave state (1821) slavery in Ind.; illegal results from unhealthy
(Grun, 386). indentures still exist conditions (Library of
(Thornbrough, Negro, ~ Congress Timeline).
25.27).
6 The Indiana Historian, March 2000

American Colonization
Society sends 1st immigrants
to Sherbro Island, Sierra

The American Colonization Society
(ACS) was founded in 1817. It was
modeled after the successful venture
of Paul Cuffee, a black Quaker and
maritime entrepreneur from Massa-
chusetts. In 1815, Cuffee financed a
small expedition of free blacks to
the British colony of Sierra Leone.
He believed blacks could more easily
fulfill their potential in Africa than
in the restricted legal and social
climate of the United States.

At the annual ACS meeting in
1820, Bushrod Washington, nephew
of George Washington, urged the
state and national governments to
set aside money for the establish-
ment of a settlement on the coast of
Africa. Government funding was not
made available. The ACS was able,
however, to raise enough private
funds by 1821 to send a representa-
tive to purchase land; within three
years, the ACS had sent its first
emigrants to the area that became
Liberia.

Almost from its inception, the
ACS encountered opposition. Most
black citizens believed they should

remain in the United States and
fight against slavery and for equal
rights as American citizens. Many
white abolitionists saw the coloniza-
tion movement as a slaveholders’
plot to safeguard the institution of
slavery by ridding the country of
free blacks.

Supporters of colonization
included an uneasy alliance of
blacks and whites. Free blacks
believed they would never see justice
in the United States; emancipation
for many slaves depended on their
willingness to emigrate to Liberia.
Some white advocates believed
colonization would ensure the
separation of the black and white
races, others that it would provide
emigrating blacks a world free of
racial discrimination and prejudice.
Some black and white advocates of
colonization also thought the pres-
ence of black American colonists in
Africa would disrupt the slave trade
and help Christianize and civilize
native tribes.

Sources: Crenshaw, 13-19; Thornbrough,
Negro, 73, 74, 87.

“And no reasonable man can

for a moment entertain the idea
that coloured men can ever attain
an equal standing with the whites

in this country.”

Maryland Colonization Journal, October 1849, p. 51.

1820 1821

January 20 American Colonization

Auxiliary of the Society obtains land at

American Cape Mesurado, Africa

Colonization Society
organized in
Corydon, Ind.
(Crenshaw, 13-14).

using $300 worth of rum,
weapons, supplies, and
trade goods (Library of
Congress Timeline).

1822 1822

Thornton Alexander, a free
black, settles in Randolph
Co., Ind., starting the
Greenville Settlement
(Thornbrough, Negro, 49).

Sherbro Island survivors arrive
at Cape Mesurado; begin to
build colony, Christopolis,
under American Colonization
Society agent (Library of
Congress Timeline).
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Indiana colonization efforts

From its headquarters in Washing-
ton, D.C., the ACS encouraged the
establishment of state auxiliaries.
The Corydon Indiana Gazette,
February 3, 1820 reported on a
January 20, 1820 meeting where
some of the most notable citizens of
the state organized an auxiliary “to
aid and assist the American Coloni-
zation Society in its laudable and
humane intentions.”

Indiana state officials spoke in
favor of the colonization effort. The
Indiana General Assembly, on
February 7, 1825, concurred with a
resolution proposed by the Ohio
legislature which asked Congress for
help in promoting emancipation and
colonization. Indiana Governor
James Brown Ray in his 1829
message to the General Assembly
applauded colonizationists and their
activities.

In 1829, another group formed
the Indiana Colonization Society

Debate about emancipation and colonization

- GREAT MEETING.

emupeipation of the slaves in

HERE will be s GREAT MEETING of the friends
of universal liberty—the friende of the immediate
e United Brates—the

(ICS) in Indianapolis. The ICS met
annually until 1838-1839 and then
became inactive. For a time, it
published The Colonizationist. |

A majority of Hoosier black
citizens opposed colonization. They
met in Madison and Indianapolis
during the winter of 1841-1842 to
discuss emigration. Delegates
considered emigration to Jamaica,
Canada, or Oregon, but African
colonization received little support.
The Indiana Sentinel, March 1, 1842
(excerpts printed at right) reported
on the 1842 conventions which
resolved against colonization.

In response to the growing
agitation, the ICS renewed its
activity for colonization in the fall of
1845 and hired its first regular
agent, the Reverend Benjamin T.
Kavanaugh, a Methodist minister
from Wisconsin. He traveled
throughout Indiana organizing local

By the 1830s, many people, black and
white, opposed colonization. Public

debates about slavery and colonization
were important means of educating the

furson county have honorably:

Ainnz ulgunllzad the luEBHng ‘huld by the hrotheen

i |m|, th:n into :ulmldn.rn(mu.

i \lcn

. ENI‘ L] T TER T

Wayne County Record [Indiana], October 6, 1841.

friends to the scheme of eolonizing them some where
within the continent of America; together with those
friendly to the oid sheme of colomizing them on the coast
of Africa: all are zrespectinlly requested 10 meet at Dub-
hm Wayne conty, indians, on FRIDAY, the 150 day

nexl, und discusathe merits of their respeetive
themeo—wnh the bope of nmua; the country on some
middle ground; consolidate our influence in delivering
the from the hands of the oppressors, and that
-du may the more speedily give hbeny to whoe liberty is

ae.

The abore call ismade by the unde
quest of many citizens, who, with ourselves, are favore-
bie 1o home colonization; believing itto be s better plaa
than to let looss upon ve, of the free States, the wnenlt-
vated nagross of the Bouth. Cowme Abolitioniets l—oome
Colonizstionistal—comse all, and l¢t ws bave s gemen!
discossion of ouz pnnuplu.

LEABAI:’T JOHNBON,

at the te-

C. W,
JONATHAN' WILSON‘
JOEL COX.
Beptember 29, 1841, 45,
1825 1825

American Colonization Society agent
and residents of Christopolis form
constitution, government, and digest
of laws of Liberia; settlement renamed
Monrovia after U.S. President James
Monroe; colony as whole formally
called Liberia (free land) (Library

of Congress Timeline).

February 7

with resolution of Ohio
legislature recommending to
U.S. Congress a plan for
promoting emancipation
and foreign colonization
(Thornbrough, Negro, 75).

© Copyright Indiana Historical Bureau 2000

Ind. General Assembly concurs  Cabin Creek,

public about these issues.

ndiana black convention in 1842

S GIRCULATL LT
n thé Colureid Citizeny, of .1he Siate of, Indmuﬂ

* Tha Frion® of-Philadoiphia having called on the

énlured citizéns of Indiann to co opdata whih them

i poltineup a national convontion, to ba :umpuued !

i3 culul‘ed mprusunmmon. elacted and. sent’ Frong
I,hu dlﬂ':_ regl Hiates, vur brothren of Madjson in Jefs
, eapnuwed Yw eal)
"I‘hu déep intercet and ardent p n]nmhropy which ls

mjr afllicted brothren to such a train of gunwidara.

of “n.clumn, hy‘ whona., kbtdness we, were ]J,\nrul
\\llh 4 minits of paid meetine,

* Puraunnt to.the above, a- nmetmg wan held ln Um
CAfriean’ M. 1% Clurchy jn Tndinnapolia, Marion
countyy Indfinnn, oo the 17th of Innuary, 1842, te
‘taka’ into-considerntion the propriety of genmg up
n Stata convention, which oue - Madigon brethren hud
We rofret that they
did fiat eatistder the expediency of co-oporation
‘throuzh the means of o Stace’ cunvcntlon.,und we

owlel the pnhln: to umderatand the whele suljuct, ‘

llm\u:h we' wich it'to be underetond that wo- ap:

precinm ‘iha manly. proreedings of our Madison’

Atlonde, we hope, nevestheloss, that they will enncur

‘with ne in getting up a Siata -convention, and ler.
lhe national delegates by then clected,

*The mecting waaenlled toarder by J. G "nunn
Tllrnl-r Roberte wna called to ahe chajr, nnd A, J.

ZU\'EH“B wig appointed secretary. Prayer was than |

-offeted up by Jesde White, beseaching tho God ofall
gonidugss to nco::\.lcrnlt: uur wnnk but W l!]mg ﬁl.c.u]-

JD’H‘; G. llrhtun wan lhr'n cn"ml an l_ly []II'! chM“

“man to road:tho eireplar frim.: Madisen, ‘and state

1ha ol-_]rct of tho iyeting, [le mnderoma very ap.
propriuts remnrke, n!ld '.\uu ﬁ:llowed by uweru]
othyr gentlemen,
LiUn motion of Ji lnllon, 6 R 0" @ G
3"'Rtlfu’ml “That-tha different’ comm:ucca be np-

.pointed by theClitir, which wns adopted.
RIS motlnn Remfwd'

That o commitiea, of three
din appeintod ta draw up'a statdment pf the business

“duneikthy presciit meuting and prapara resoldtiuns

Mur tho'next; wikich rowulwed in the: appointinent of
Allen 13, tirnham, John (.. brlllnn, nnd quo Whn.u

‘Ilesnlved, That we: ennmr wnh our: '\hdlgnn

’ f icnda in the fundamental dactrine g stnted in their

ceirenlar, to wit,-thut we belivVe ne woll inforned

ccploniZationiet is 2 de \.n:ud lncnd tu tlm moru] Llu

cvatios ol the pwp!f. uf colar.

- Un hmllurl.

Y Redoford, llnt Wo dln whnlly nnil mlc]v bchcvu
our friends, when'they tell ds the unpquuncu of o
gmjrrn'l umnu Mnung nurpenpla . .

=3, White atoee, aml inade soina’ nppmpnun ras,

u‘-‘

,*nnrka on' thiy subjoet of the rusolutmn, nml wna lul

Black citizens met in Indianapolis on
January 17, 1842 to discuss the
organization of a statewide convention
to promote unity among the black
population regarding colonization.
Excerpts from the newspaper report
are reproduced at right.

e Terolved,

“lowed by Me. 'T', Roberta.; . -

Retotvrd, That inour nplnwn meohng’ i’ qtnle
cdnvmntwn will’ bcn grr‘nt.mo'\ns of producmg n
goncral nuion nmong our poople. -
Fhat we invite'nl| | m
ua thelr inthienen. in gcmn\' il
Snmong our proplase Lo
“'Thoeimectiyg then ndJJurnod to mcal, agnm uuhb
gmnu phu_u ‘on tha 21st fhstant & T

T Ilf)BLllTﬂ
J¢. Ovithut Wy, Bde. <

‘ frmndﬁ 16, lund

1825 1827 1829 1829 1829
Black community, U.S. slave states, anxious  Mexico Ind. General Assembly ~ November

to get rid of free blacks, abolishes passes a resolution in Ind. Colonization
Randolph Co., Ind.  organize colonization slavery favor of federal aid to Society organized in
founded societies and found (Grun, 393).  American Colonization  Indianapolis
(Thornbrough, colonies in Liberia; many Society (Thornbrough, (Thornbrough,
Negro, 49). force blacks to Negro, 75). Negro, 75).

emigrate (Library of
Congress Timeline).
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Colonization society needs money

_
' QOLONIZATION SOOIRTR-ITS WAMTE,

The Bociety hus sent cut five ships within
the past year. But owing to the iafluence of
of the late epidemic, arid other exciting cous~
es, the collections of h4P ‘agents havé pat
been equal to her wants.| Sothat pow inthe
end of the year she finds herselll embarrassed
with = heavy debt. . The following extract
from a letter of her labor| ry, Rev.
Wm. McLaln, will show her wanta for
the year 18303 - ' | | :

#CuLONIZATION Rgon.;
\Vuh‘ing‘ldnfnec. 14, 1849.
“Yaura of the 6th iy received. We arefn

great want of funds. There are 224 who
want to goin the packet of Jandgry; of them

ous Secreta
you

140 are slaves, whose fileedomi depends on "

their going. There nretlﬂlo waiting to go
ftom Bavannaeh, on the first of Pebruaty, of
whom 150 are slaves! hout ;150. wagt to
go from New Orleans In.F’ebr\n?’. oy wlyom
a number are slaveal Towscend ail thess we
want £30,000.” r’ oo

Of the company that gocs ftom New Or-
leans a number will be from lodinna. Three
have gone frum the.northlof out ttate by the
way of New York, and others in that section
are expected to follow in a short Ligne Tjus
the stream =f emigration hns started, and we
ask the peuple of mliunltu encourage it by

all righleous means.

Qur State has renderad » reapectable rav-
enuc to the Parent Buciety within the last
year, and we hopo the cowming year will be
more productive. . 'Toall gur fricnds we there-
fure d 1y cutne tn-our hclp}ww——fur now ia our
timoot need, If you have any money to give
to the work of colonization, enclose it in &
letter and send it to the Rev. Wm, MeLain,
Washington City, DD. L., ur to me at Indian-
apolis. | '
. MITCHELL. Agont A. C. 8.

Indisnapolis, Dec. 20, (B4,

(= The papers throuyhout the Rtate will
please copy the ubvve atajement.

James Mitchell, agent of the Indiana
Colonization Society, circulated a report
to newspapers in Indiana asking for more
funds to transport blacks, including those
from Indiang, to Liberia.

Cambridge Reveille, January 5, 1850.

auxiliaries, soliciting funds, and
recruiting emigrants to Liberia.

After several meetings in
Indianapolis in 1845, Kavanaugh
met with the ICS Board of Manag-
ers which decided that an Indiana
black citizen should go to Liberia
and report back to other Indiana
citizens. At a December 1845
meeting, the ICS resolved to request
all ministers in the state to take up
collections for the ACS on the
Sunday nearest July 4. The ICS also
made plans to provide the newslet-
ter of the ACS, The African
Respository, to all ministers.

With ICS approval, Kavanaugh
secured the services of the Reverend
Willis R. Revels, a traveling African
Methodist Episcopal minister.
Kavanaugh believed Revels had
great influence within the black
community in Indiana. Revels won
approval from black citizens at
meetings in Terre Haute and
Lafayette, but he soon gave up his

post. According to Kavanaugh, he was
pressured by abolitionists to resign.

The Reverend James Mitchell,
a young Methodist minister from
Franklin, replaced Kavanaugh as
agent of the ICS. Under Mitchell’s
direction, most of Indiana’s emi-
grants removed to Liberia. Mitchell
persuaded William W. Findlay, who
emigrated in 1850, to write his
appeal “To the Colored People of
Indiana.” In this 1849 circular,
Findlay outlined his reasons for
emigrating and invited other blacks
to join him. Excerpts are printed
below.

Findlay’s appeal caused Fort
Wayne blacks to voice an extremely
strong denunciation of African
colonization. Excerpts are printed
on page 9.

Sources: Eleventh Annual Report of the
Indiana Colonization Society, 12, 15; Riker

and Thornbrough, 469-70; Thornbrough,
Negro, 77, 75, 71981, 87.

Excerpts from Findlay’s Appeal “To the Colored People of Indiana”

P . o : o 0 B
. APPEAL OF WM. W. FINDLAY,

To the'Colored People of ‘In_d_'ia'na;
' . How.

can colored mén be made tyuly inde-

pendent?”  After much anxious.and
painful inquiry, I have concluded,
that to betruly independent, we must
enjoy rights and privileges as broad
and as liberal as those enjoyed by
the white citizens of the United Statcs.
But such independence we cannot
‘obtain: in the United States, therefore
I..will. seek 1t. outside -the United
States. ., I will seek it where. I know
-I canfind it, and that is in the Re-
Jpublic of Liberia, which s the only
christian Republic where the colored
‘man can find a'quict and secure home.

Thousands have gone
from thig land to ‘that, and all who
have beer: industrious have done well,
many of them arc becoming wealthy,
but what is best, they are all free!
Come, let us go and cast our lot in
with them' and be free likewise.

No time should be
lost, act now; act for yourselves, your
children and your race. .~ .

. WM. W. FINDLAY,
Covington, Ind., April 6th, 1849.

African Repository and Colonial Journal, June 1849, 177-78

Beech, a black Lost Creek, Vigo Co.,  First national Nat Turner, a William Lloyd Ind. General Assembly New England British Empire  U.S. Congress
community, begins Ind., site of large black convention  free black, leads Garrison beginsto  passes act which requires  Anti-Slavery abolishes passes Gag Law,
in Rush Co., Ind.  land purchases by held in slave revolt in publish abolitionist  blacks to post a $500 Society established slavery (Grun, suppressing debate
(Thornbrough, free blacks from N.C.  Philadelphia, Pa.  Va. (Grun, periodical, The bond as a guarantee not in Boston, Mass. 399). on slavery
Negro, 49). (Thornbrough, (Thornbrough, 394). Liberator in Boston,  to become a public charge ~ (Grun, 397). (Grun, 403).
Negro, 51). Negro, 78). Mass. (Grun, 395).  and as a pledge of good
behavior (Laws [revised],
1831, p. 375).
8 The Indiana Historian, March 2000
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State government support

Article XIII of Indiana’s 1851
Constitution prohibited settlement
of blacks in the state and provided
for support of colonization. It also
directed the Indiana General Assem-
bly to pass laws to implement
Article XIII.

The General Assembly in 1852
enacted, and Governor Joseph A.
Wright signed, a law establishing
the Indiana State Board of Coloniza-
tion. The law appropriated $5,000;
$3,000 was for purchase of land in
Liberia for Indiana emigrants. Addi-
tional funds were for transportation
and support of emigrants during the
transition period in Liberia.

The General Assembly contin-
ued support in 1853. The Coloniza-
tion Board appointed the Reverend
John McKay, a black African Meth-
odist Episcopal minister, as agent
for the board to purchase land in
Liberia and promote colonization
among Indiana black citizens.

McKay escorted two groups of
Indiana emigrants to Liberia in
1853 and toured Liberia. He was
enthusiastic about the potential of
Liberia after talking with Indiana
emigrants already settled there.
With board assistance, forty-six
people emigrated from Indiana in
1853-1854. In 1855, there was a

change in board policy about land
for Indiana emigrants, and McKay
resigned.

By the end of 1858, there had
been a total state appropriation of
$15,000. Of that amount, $6,499 had
been spent: $3,025 for salaries and
$3,245 for emigration expenses.
Eighty-three Indiana emigrants,
from February 1840 to November
1862, have been identified. Of those,
the State Board of Colonization
assisted only forty-seven. The final
report of the board in 1863 recog-
nized its failure.

Sources: Crenshaw, 16-19; Thornbrough,
Negro, 88-89, 91; various state reports.
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From November 1852 to November 1853, thirty-three black
Indiana citizens emigrated to Liberia. The secretary of the Indiana
State Board of Colonization, in 1853, reported to the Governor
that $1,650 ($50 per person) had been expended for their
During that time, the Indiana General Assembly

1853),15.

appropriated $3,000 to the ACS for emigration of Indiana
blacks. From: Report of the Secretary of the State Board of
Colonization of the state of Indiana for 1853 (Indianapolis,

Excerpts from the Fort Wayne Response to Findlay’s Appeal

No CoronizaTioN.—~We copy from -
the Bugle the following  account of
p;oceedmgs at a meetmg of the
colored people of Fort Wayne, Ind.
The meeting was called to take into
consideration the merits of an appeal
made to the colored people of that
State, by Wm. W. Findlay, urging
them, if they would enjoy social,
civil and political privileges, to colo-
nize in Liberia. Here is the answer
to that appeal:

Though denied in some things the

fuall enjoyment of liberty and the

pursuit of happiness .at present,
which are®awarded to the whites,
yet we are determined to use all
lawful means, and to continuc in so
doing, until we shall be allowed the
full privileges of American citizens;
for our forefathers fought, bled and
died, to securc for ‘us and to us
these things, in common with other
citizen soldiers, in the Revolutionary
War.

That since the Colonization So-
ciety has sent forth to the world this
broad declaration, we feel insulted
when asked to emigrate to Liberia ;
and when a colored man becomes
the tool of such. socjety, or on his
own responsibility advocates Colo-
nization, we look upon him as re-
creant to the best good of his race.

" That, while we will labor to ele-
vate our race and secure to them
the enjoyment of equal civil and po-

‘litical privileges with the whites, we

feel bound to lnbor to prevept our
people from colonizing ‘in Liberia’
for every one that leaves this country
for that American Golgotha, weakens |
our hands and throws obslacles in
our way that are hard to bc over-!
come. o ‘

African Repository and Colonial Journal, October 1849, 311-13.

1837 1838 1839 1842 1843 1843

Roberts Colonies of American Colonization ~ Revolt on the Miss. settlement  Ind. General Ind. laws prevent
Settlement, a  Society, Va., and Pa. merge into Anmistad; slaves  on Sinoe River Assembly restricts Negroes and

black com- Commonwealth of Liberia; claim overpower joins Common- public schools, Mulattoes from
munity, begun  control of settlements from Cestos  Spaniards wealth previously open  marrying whites and
in Hamilton River to Cape Mount; adopt new (amistad.mystic  of Liberia to all, to white serving as witnesses
Co., Ind. constitution and appoint governor  seaport.org/ (Library of children only against whites in court
(Thornbrough, ~in 1839 (Library of Congress timeline/ Congress (Thornbrough, (Laws [revised]
Negro, 50). Timeline). amistad.html). Timeline). Negro, 162-64). 1843, pp. 595,718).
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1846

Commonwealth of Liberia
angers local traders and
British merchants with taxa-
tion; British do not recognize
commonwealth sovereignty;
colonists vote for indepen-
dence (Library of Congress
Timeline).

1847

Liberian Declaration
of Independence
adopted and signed;
British recognize
independence and
sovereignty, U.S.
does not (Library of
Congress Timeline).



Life in Liberia

In 1821, the American Colonization
Society (ACS) purchased land from
the Dey and Bassa peoples along the
west coast of Africa in the area of
Cape Mesurado. Some slave states
in the U.S. became interested in
colonization and established settle-
ments in nearby independent colo-
nies. In 1838, the Virginia Coloniza-
tion Society, the Quaker Young
Men’s Colonization Society of
Pennsylvania, and the ACS settle-
ments merged to form the Common-
wealth of Liberia. The Mississippi
settlement joined in 1842.

Since European nations denied
the legitimacy of Liberia by refusing

to pay custom duties, Liberia
declared its independence in 1847.
Many European nations were quick
to recognize Liberia as an indepen-
dent nation. The U.S., however, did
not recognize Liberia until 1862.

Liberia eventually controlled
an area of 38,250 square miles. As
a republic, Liberia had a miniature
representation of the U.S. govern-
ment. There was one major differ-
ence. In Liberia, no white person
could become a citizen or hold a
government position.

The oldest and largest settle-
ment in Liberia is Monrovia. It sits
on an elevated site near the

IBERIA

|4 i —-Scalegfﬂ[%]esf :

10

Mitchell’s School Atlas (Philadelphia, 1855).

Mesurado River. Behind Monrovia is
a bold promontory, Cape Mesurado.
Coastal land nearby affords a safe
harbor.

In the mid-nineteenth century,
the town of Monrovia was three-
fourths of a mile in length. The
population was 1,500. The settlers’
homes of wood, stone, and brick sat
on one-fourth acre lots. The houses
were usually one-story or a story-
and-a-half high.

As Monrovia was the seat of
government, a large stone building
served as a state house. There was
also a large stone prison. The
Methodists, Baptists, and Presbyteri-
ans all had stone houses for public
worship.

In Liberia’s humid tropical
climate, temperatures remained
between 65° and 90°, year round
with distinct wet and dry seasons.

Most emigrants planned to
farm or garden. The ACS instructed
them to bring hoes, spades, and
rakes. Settlers could not always
grow the same crops as they did in
the U.S. Corn, for example. did not
grow well in some soils in Liberia.

Sources: Library of Congress, American
Memory web site, http://rs6.loc.gov/
ammem/gmdhtml/libhtml/liberia.html;
Lugenbeel, Sketches; “Information About
Going to Liberia,” African Repository and
Colonial Journal, April 1852.

Liberian us. U.S. Congress passes Article 13 of 1851 Ind. Liberia Ind. General Assembly Ind. State Board  Approximately ~ U.S. Civil War
Constitution  population of ~ Fugitive Slave Act; denies Constitution prohibits blacks College passes act to provide of Colonizationis 11,000 blacks ~ (Grun, 424,
ratified; 1st 23 million jury trial to alleged fugitives, from entering Ind.; provides foundedin  colonization for Negroes  given power to live in Ind. 428).
election includes 3.2 federal officers enforce money to send current black Monrovia  and Mulattoes with commisssion an (Thornbrough,
held (Library million slaves return of blacks to south residents to colonize Liberia, (Library of ~ $5,000 appropriation; agent to assistit,  Emancipa-
of Congress  (Grun, 417).  (Thornbrough, Negro, Africa (Thornbrough, Congress establishes State Board of  with a salary not  tion, 12).
Timeline). 114-15). Negro, 67-68, 84-85). Timeline).  Colonization (Laws exceeding $600
[revised] 1852, p. 222).  (Laws 1853, p. 23).
10 The Indiana Historian, March 2000 © Copyright Indiana Historical Bureau 2000



Indiana emigrants to Liberia

Eighty-three emigrants from Indiana to
Liberia have been identified. The first
record of Hoosier emigrants sailing to
Liberia is on the Saluda in February 1840.
The western counties of Indiana sent more
emigrants than the eastern counties, per-
haps because of the heightened influence of
the Quaker abolitionists near the Ohio
border. Almost ninety percent of the emi-
grants left Indiana between 1850 and 1854,
shortly after Indiana passed Article XIII of
the 1851 Constitution.

Despite the positive reports about
Liberia, the Indiana Colonization Society
and Indiana State Board of Colonization
agents and several Indiana emigrants were
never able to raise large parties of colo-
nists. Those who did choose to emigrate,
however, were most often members of free-
born family groups. Only a few Hoosier
emigrants were emancipated slaves.

In letters back to Indiana, emigrants
often reported how their families reacted to
the acclimation fever caused by the tropical

climate. If all members of the family
survived the fever, they felt very fortunate.

Few emigrants provided accounts of
their experiences. Some wrote application
letters to the ACS. Local newspapers occa-
sionally published correspondence from
Liberian emigrants. A few original letters
exist in archival collections. Letters are
also included in official state and ICS
reports. These primary resources present
incomplete but inspiring stories of courage
and determination.

Edward J. Roye, fifth President of
Liberia, is the best known Liberian
emigrant with Hoosier connections.
Roye was born in Newark, Licking
County, Ohio, in 1815. In 1833, he
enrolled at Ohio University at Ath-
ens, acquiring three years of edu-
cation. He taught one year of school
at Chillicothe, Ohio.

In 1837, Roye headed west
and stopped in Terre Haute. Within
a few blocks of the public square in
Terre Haute he purchased a large
two-story building and opened a
shop with the remainder of his
trade goods. Between 1838-1844
Roye bought additional properties,
hired barbers, and established the
first bathhouse in Terre Haute.

Roye left Indiana in 1845 to
attend Oberlin College in Ohio. He
initially intended to study French
in order to emigrate to St. Domingo.
He later claimed he had opposed
colonization most of his life, but
that a fellow boarder at Oberlin
convinced him of the virtues of
Liberia.

Edward J. Roye

In 1846, Roye purchased trade
goods and passage on the Barque
Chatam for Liberia. He became a
wealthy merchant owning several
sailing vessels. His ships were the
first to carry the Liberian flag into
American and European ports.

Roye’s interest soon turned
to politics. In 1849 he became the
Speaker of the House of Represen-
tatives, and from 1865-1868 he
served as Chief Justice. Elected
presidentin 1870, Roye proclaimed
an ambitious program of financial,
educational, and transportation im-
provements. To implement his
ideas Roye sailed to England to
settle a boundary dispute and ne-
gotiate a loan. His activities led to
resentment and accusations of
embezzlement. In October 1871,
he was deposed from office and
summoned to trial. He escaped,
but allegedly drowned attempting
to reach an English steamer in
Monrovia’s harbor.

Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, dag3d01933.

Edward J. Roye, c. 1856-1860, as senator
from Montserrado County, Liberia.

Sources: Svend E. Holsoe, “A Portrait of
a Black Midwestern Family During the
Early Nineteenth Century: Edward J. Roye
and His Parents,” Liberian Studies Jour-
nal, Vol. 3:1 (1970-1971), 41-52; “The
Fifth President of the Republic of Liberia,”
African Repository and Colonial Journal,
April 1870, 121 - 24; “Drowning of Presi-
dent Roye,” African Repository and Colo-
nial Journal, July 1872, 220-21.

1862 1862 1863 1863 1865 1865 1865-1903 1866 1869
U.S. President U.S. Congress Lincoln issues Ind. Gov. Oliver P. Ku Klux Black citizens from nearly 30 Without being Ind. Supreme Ind. General Assembly
Abraham Lincoln  authorizes Emancipation Morton authorizes Klan Ind. counties hold convention in indicted, or Court invalidates passes act requiring
officially president to Proclamation black regiment; organized  Indianapolis; want repeal of  found guilty, at Article 13 school trustees with
recognizes employ blacks freeing slavesin  becomes 28th in Pulaski, law restricting testimony and  least 20 blacks (Negro exclu- sufficient black popu-
Liberia (Library  in war seceded states  Regiment U.S. Colored Tenn. education benefits; legislature  hanged in Ind. sion) of 1851 lation, to organize sepa-
of Congress (Thornbrough, (Thornbrough,  Troops (Thornbrough,  (Grun, 429). partially repeals testimony (Thornbrough, Constitution rate schools for black
Timeline). Negro, 192). Negro, 187- Negro, 196-99). law (Thornbrough, Negro, Emancipation, 7). (Thornbrough,  children (Thornbrough,
88). 232). Negro, 206). Negro, 323).
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William W. Findlay, a barber from
Lafayette and Covington, hoped to
organize a company of forty to fifty
emigrants. He approached the Foun-
tain County Colonization Society for
assistance. It agreed to procure one
or two large flatboats and solicit local
farmers for supplies of wheat, corn,
barley, flour, and pork. Emigrants
would travel to New Orleans where
they would sell off the produce not
needed for Liberia. The proceeds of
the sale would pay the passage to
Liberia.

Forced to abandon his original

Findlay’s letter to Indiana Governor
Joseph A. Wright (excerpted here)
described conditions in Liberia and
sought suppport for an Indiana colony in
Liberia at Grand Cape Mount. These
excerpts reproduced at right are from the
African Repository and Colonial Journal,
August 1853. The original is located in
the Joseph A. Wright collection at the
Indiana State Archives.

William Findlay from Lafayette

plan, but with assistance from the
ACS, Findlay and his family, and the
Henry Fry family of Covington, re-
moved to Liberia on the D. C. Foster
in the fall of 1850.

Findlay settled on a forty acre
farm on the St. Paul River near
Caldwell. In 1854, he was appointed
Justice of the Peace in Montserrado
County. Through letters to friends in
Indiana he hoped to lead future Hoo-
sier emigrants to an Indiana settle-
ment. He wrote: “I believe this is the
true home of the colored man, and
those who come here with the right

spirit will never regret it. We are all
very much pleased with the country,
and hope our colored friends in
Indiana will join us.”

He wrote to Indiana Governor
Joseph A. Wright in 1853 hoping to
involve investors in Liberia’s export-
able crops. He assured Governor
Wright that he would “be able to
make money for them and myself.”

Sources: W. W. Findlay to W. F. Reynolds,
May 8, 1850, Lafayette Daily Journal, July 8,
1850; W. W. Findlay to Joseph A. Wright,
March 8, 1853, African Repository and Colo-
nial Journal, August 1853, 235-36.

Urper CALDWELL, LIBERIA,
Mareh 8, 1853,
To Iis Excellency the Gov. Jos, 2. Wright :

Str: AsIlookupon you as being
an old friend of mine, I take pleas-
sure in addressing you a few. lines
to let you know something about
how we are gelting along. in Li-
beria, belicving you to be a true
friend to Laberia, and to the colored
ruce. : _

Lam much pleased with this coun.
try, and I do believe that every col-
ored man, that respects himself, ag
a man, would do well to come here,
for truly I do think that it is a good-
country; but like all other new
countries, a man has. privations to
undergo, and a reasonable man can-
not expect that he can get every
thing-here as handy as he can in old
settled countries, Bat if he has
money he nced not lack for luxu-

rics here, and some that he caunot:

get in America.

" We have had some tvars with the
natives since I have been here,
down at Bassa. The President had
to take two hundred men and go to
Cape Mount, on the account of.the

native disturbance up there. -They
came home yesterday. They got
the chief Boombo and about fifty of
his men, and broughtthem down,—
And he will have his trial as soon
as they can get the rest of the chiefs
together. :
They want to have a settlement:
at that place as soon as possible, as
the natives are all the time fighting .
and making slaves of each other.——!
We'find that they cannot be kept
down unless there is a settlement
there, and the Legislature at its last
séssion passed a bill to settle that’
place, and the President has been
holding back ‘wailting to see what
Indiana and Ohio were going to.do,
in regard to selecting lands, as they’
have said that they wanted that place
for a settlement. -And the Govern-
ment-has about as many calls on her
treasury as she is able 1o get along
with, so [ should be glad to hear
from the Hoosier and Buck-eye
States. And I should be very hap-
py, and think it a great honor if

‘I should be able to help lay the

foundation of that new State, and
for which T should lnok back to
my old home with much vencration.

1879-1885

Ind. ratifies 15th
Amendment to
U.S. Constitution

U.S. Congress passes
Civil Rights Act prohibi-
ting discrimination in

giving vote public accommodations,
to black men amusements, and schools exist, thereby
(Thornbrough, conveyances opening public high schools
Negro, 248). (Thornbrough, to black students
Negro, 257).
12 The Indiana Historian, March 2000

Ind. General Assembly
amends school law and per-
mits black students to attend
white schools where no black

(Thornbrough, Negro, 341). 9).

Brothers Robert, James S. Hinton,
Benjamin, and James 1st black citizen
Bagley publish elected to Ind.
Indianapolis Leader, House of

first black newspaper Representatives
in Ind. (Thornbrough, (Thornbrough,
Negro, 383-84). Emancipation,

Ind. General Assembly In Plessy v. Ferguson, More than
passes Civil Rights Law U.S. Supreme Court 57,000 blacks
prohibiting discrimination declares that “separate live in Ind.;

in public accommodations,  but equal” facilities do 16,000 live in
amusements, and convey-  not violate the equal Indianapolis
ances; law generally protection clause of 14th  (Thornbrough,
ignored by white residents  Amendment (Thornbrough, Emancipa-
(Thornbrough, Negro, 394). Negro, 328n). tion, 15).
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Care Paryas, Fed, 5, 18535,

Rev. Mr. J. Mirciecl~ Dear
Sir: T have arived safe on the
share of Africa, at last. T have had
a tedious time of it, having to lay at
Baltimore nearly seven-months. We
set sail from the city of Daltimore
an the 87th of lust November; forry
days from that we hove in sight of
Cape DMesurado. At two o'elock
we drapped anchor. Tam much
pleased with the country, and pros-
peets are {lattering, 1 took.a trip
up St Paul river, some seventeen
miles. T would say that o mnore
heantifl conntry T never saw any-
where, T took brealfast with my
fricnd. Ay, W. W_ Findlay, justice
ol the peace ol the eounty in which
e lives,  He oaod s faualy
all waoell Ble a= Livioge o bis own
honse, on his own land, and savs
e aever was so happy in s life, as
now, Instead of the death of some
of lis family, there is an inerease of
one, a3 fine a hoy as T wanld wish
to see. | also s1w Mrs, Toraphins,
of Madizon, and her family. She
says she would not come buek for
any eonsuleration

African Repository and Colonial Journal, June 1853, 171-72.

wrre

I ealled on the President, and
found him much of a gentleman.
I think the colony of Maryland will
anuex themselves to the republic
before lone: ifsn, the Tndianiang had
bettar make a purchase up the Ca-
vala river, a few miles, as it is much
the: healthiest place on the coast of
Africa. A vreat many come here
thiat have no fever at all,

I remain, yonrs, &e.,
S. B. WrpsTER,

Samuel Webster from Lafayette

Samuel B. Webster, a Lafayette
barber and president of the African
Methodist Episcopal Sunday School
Association, participated in the “Col-
ored Peoples Convention” in Lafayette
in 1843. He planned to emigrate to
Liberia with his wife and two daughters.
After the death of his wife, Webster
made the trip alone on the Barque
Shirley in November 1852. After settling
on Roberts’ Point Grand Cape Mount,
he taught school at the garrison.

In 1853, Webster wrote of his
first impression of Monrovia. “The
people of Monrovia are generally con-
tented and happy, and live in a style
superior to the people in Cincinnati or
Baltimore. They have every thing on
the table that heart could wish or
appetite crave. Some of the citizens
live in fine stone and brick houses, and
the houses are much better than those
occupied by the colored people of the
towns in the West.”

The St. Paul, the St. John, and the
Junk are the only rivers of any consid-
erable length or width in Liberia. Some
of the more prosperous farm settle-
ments, such as Caldwell, Virginia, Ken-

tucky, and Millsburg were located along
the St. Paul River. Webster compared
the St. Paul to one of Indiana’s most
famous rivers: “I have been up St. Paul
river as far as Caldwell, and I came to the
conclusion to make it my future home.
It is certainly the finest country I have
ever seen. There are no parts of the
Wabash, from its mouth to its head, that
can in any way compare with it in beauty
and fertility.”

ing he saw in Liberia: “I have actually
seen, with my own eyes, large fields of
sugar-cane, and drank of the syrup made
from it; and as fine specimens of coffee
as the world produces. I also saw rice,
cotton, cassada, yams, chickens in abun-
dance, and as fine, if not finer hogs than
are seen running about the streets of
Lafayette, and plenty of them; as fine
cattle, although they are not quite as
large as our two years old cattle, but
make excellent beef. I have eaten several
meals of entire African production.”

Source: Samuel B. Webster to Morris and Birtch,
January 12, 1853, African Repository and Colo-
nial Journal, June 1853, 171-72.

Webster also described the farm-

The family of Peter and Harriet
Tompkins of Madison emigrated on the
Brig Alida in February 1851. In less
than a year, five members of the family
died including Peter. Harriet Tompkins
and the surviving children were left
homeless and penniless. She wrote
several letters to her benefactor, the
Reverend John Finley Crowe of Hanover
College, asking for aid. “My family
being so long sick that before my

Tompkins Family from Madison

husbend dead he had spent all the mony
that he had brot to this country . . . he
left me without any thing. . . . So if you
would send me a cage of nales, a box of
soap, three or for peaces of coten cloths,
calocos . . . some secant handed clothing.”
Crowe attempted to send supplies to the
family, but the ship carrying the provi-
sions sank off the shores of Liberia. As the
ship had already docked at Monrovia,
insurance did not cover the loss!

Tompkins, however, would not
give up on her new home. She wrote, “I
am well contented in this contry as I
could be with eny country in the world.
I have n[ever] seen any country that I
liked better. . . .”

Source: Tompkins to John Finley Crowe,
February 28, 1850, dJohn Finley Crowe
Collection, Indiana Historical Society. (Origi-
nal letters at Hanover College, Duggan Li-
brary, Hanover, Indiana).

1914-1919

Young black men in Governments of July Jack Johnson W. E. B. DuBois  World War | Ku Klux Klan- Ind. law requires Black athlete, Jesse
Indianapolis form group  Liberia and Great Violent race becomes the establishes (Grun, backed Indianapolis to provide ~ Owens, wins four
as branch of Ind. Young Britain agree on riots in Evansville; — world’s 1st National 466-76). Republican transportation for black  gold medals at
Men’s Christian Sierra Leone and state militia sent black Association for party wins Ind.  students required to Olympic Games,
Association; becomes the  Liberian borders by Gov. Winfield  heavyweight the Advancement elections attend segregated Germany
Senate Avenue YMCA (Library of Congress  Durbin boxing of Colored (Thornbrough,  schools (Thornbrough, (Grun, 511).
(Thornbrough, Emancipa- ~ Timeline). (Thornbrough, champion People in U.S. Emancipa- Emancipation, 56).
tion, 84). Negro, 284-85).  (Grun, 461). (Grun, 462). tion, 31-33).
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You be the historian

Sarah A. Fry’s letter

Potential emigrants frequently
sought reliable information—espe-
cially eyewitness testimony—on
living and working conditions in
Liberia. The American Colonization
Society published reports and letters
from emigrants. These publications
were sent out to free blacks inter-
ested in emigrating to Liberia.

Indiana newspapers also
printed letters from Hoosier emi-
grants. Debate over authenticity and
accuracy of letters, however, was
not uncommon between opponents
and proponents of colonization.

In the summer of 1851, a
letter reputedly from emigrant
Sarah A. Fry appeared in Indiana
newspapers. She had emigrated to
Liberia with her husband and
children from Covington on the D.
C. Foster in the fall of 1850. A
letter from emigrant Samuel B.
Webster in 1853 includes a state-
ment that “Mrs. Fry says she did
not write that letter that was in
circulation there” in Indiana (Afri-
can Repository and Colonial Jour-
nal, August 1853, pp. 232-33). Given
this denial, can the Fry letter still
be used as evidence of life in
Liberia?

1940-1945 1943

Evaluate the document

* Why might Sarah A. Fry have
written the letter?

e List and compare positive and
negative aspects of life according to
the letter. Do you think the letter is
an accurate description of life in
Liberia for Hoosier settlers? Com-
pare this one to other letters cited
in this issue.

* Do you believe that the letter
would encourage Hoosier blacks to
move to Liberia?

* What would opponents of coloni-
zation have to gain from printing
Fry’s letter and the denial in
Webster’s letter?

e What would supporters of coloni-
zation have to gain from printing
Fry’s letter and the denial in
Webster’s letter?

e If Sarah A. Fry did write the
letter, why might she later deny
writing the letter?

Further Research

e Check sources in your area to see
if you can find more information
about emigrants to Liberia.

* How many people emigrated from
neighboring states and other states?
Is there a geographical pattern of
emigration?

e What is Liberia like today?

%_:'.-‘. ' Fronf the Covingtan. Friend.
e aE g g

2 ! LETTER FROM IIRERIA. .

I Mrsr Sut.ul A, Frr,oneof the cohpany
ol' eolored emigrants from Cavinglan, writes
a lattar back from Monrovia, dated A pril 16th.
1851 All of the company werg posr, and
they have suffered much, 4t which Mrs.. Fry
gives 2 me le.lu l‘y aceount,. Dut notwith-
atam‘hng their ninny privations, they lové Li-
betin, and would undeg nar cunsiderations re-
turn, . Mrs, Fry writes: 6
"Myael!’ and family are rot woll—wn have
not gov acelimated yet. It goes very had
with Mr. Fry; he has not baen able to do
nn_ythmg towurds mnklng a liyelihaod —buat I
liope he will be able soun., | have lost my
two youngest children; a hny apd a girl—my
bube four manthsold. Inribul 1nd Elizabeth’s
health is very hod yot, . ‘ ;

“I like Afrlea very well but itls a hard
country fer » stranpet l.hlt hes ng meapna,—
If you have no money, you will starve.. It
is & hard country, I tell you; produce is so
very dear you can't get anythicy you want,
I‘.lmva eold all my things that dide't get loat
~amy cluthing, beds, quilts, pots, lu_-l,l.luu, e,
and [ have nothing to. live upan- © My dear
fricnds, | hove secn hard times since 1 left
you' all_I have wished I'iad the slop out of
your cow's tuls, and would bae glad to pet it
for my fansily to eat. We can get no' meat,
n flour, vo lard, beeausy' we nave no money
-“we don’L get a pound of meat ar Heir o
woek.  The eolored - people hete are not
fricnds ta us; they nre harder upon us then
the white praple cver were.  They will not
credit us with n centeven when we are sick.
Pleage send us something s eay and WeAr.
I have no ¢lothes for my=alf, my children or
Fry—we sold them for wmctlung 10 gal.=—
Plcase fend me something tu eatund wear- -
send me &and the children some shoes; we ali
are bare-footed—and this is 2 hard place to
gu bate-foot—it-makes wounds on your fest
thatyou ¢an’t cure)’ Please tosend us'some
of. yout. oid bohndisaind shawls Jid - sofne

white muslin td make us some clothingic=
Flease send me 3 (ﬁullt and an oven,and some
tea cups, and = skillet and Iid, &e., and tsll
all my friends, both ladies and gunllemen ta
pily poor ma, [

“But sull T must acknowledge | lll [ I_l—
heriz, and T don’t want to come hack, nnd [
wnnhl not come back. ] Aare liberly here!
“Mr. Finley has gata school—he is teach-

ing the nativeiboyx, If T had vne vear's
start, I could get slong., T duall T oan to
make a hiving,  Glvetay love 10 s, Shalle
antt Mr. VVu.lLLr. andtell them ta come home.
This is the place for them—whara their fonrs
will all sleep and arouse them to more.—
Tell them to come prepared fur the couutry,
and they can pet alonr. Plesre send mea
some quilt patterns! Tell Miney Howard te
come o her native covntry—1T have no doubit
but ghe would like it— but 1o come prepared,
Sur it vy e hard placs, lnd a fron ane,”

Lafayette Daily Courier, July 21, 1851.

World War Il Race riots  Indigenous Jackie
(Grun, in several  peoples of Robinson
516-24). major U.S. Liberia given becomes 1st
cities right to vote and  black to sign
(Grun, participate in with major
521). elections (Library league
of Congress baseball team
Timeline). (Grun, 527).
14 The Indiana Historian, March 2000

Ind. General U.S. Supreme  Blacks boycott  President Dwight
Assembly bans  Court outlaws  buses in D. Eisenhower
segregation in segregation Montgomery,  sends troops to
public schools in public Ala. (Grun, Little Rock,
(Thornbrough,  schools 538). Ark.; schools
Negro, 395). (Grun, 536). refuse to deseg-

regate (Grun,

541).

Civil rights demonstrations
by blacks in Birmingham,
Ala; riots, beatings by
whites and police result;
“Freedom Marchers,”
200,000 blacks and whites,
demonstrate in Washington,
D.C. (Grun, 550).

Liberian representatives
attend 1st conference
of independent African
nations (Library of
Congress Timeline).
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A Note Regarding Resources: Items are listed on this page that enhance work
with the topic discussed. Some older items, especially, may include dated
practices and ideas that are no longer generally accepted. Resources

reflecting current practices are noted whenever possible.
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Indiana Emigrants to Liberia

Name (age) Home Ship Name (age) Home Ship
February 1840 Cornelius Simms (49) Vincennes
Names not available Saluda Elizabeth (33)
(5 emigrants) Charles (18)
William (14)
March 1850 Sarah (12)
William W. Findlay (36) Covington D. C. Foster George W. (10)
Frances (27) Charlotte (6) - died whooping cough
Sarah J. (11) Thomas J. (4)
Samuel (9) Jacob Stephenson (56) Princeton
W. W. (8) Harrison (14)
H. J. (5) Robert (12)
C.S.(3 Charles (10)
J. () James W. (8)
Henry Fry (48) - died  Covington David Matthews (37)  Wayne County
Sarah (27) Alley (28]
Isabella (11) William H. (12)
Elizabeth (7) Frederick (7)
H. (5) David (2)
Eliza (9) .
C. (3) Rev. John McKay (39) Madison (escort for party)
F. D. (1) - died Samuel Coleman Attica - source: ACS records -
Infant (2 days) - died List of emigrants
February 1851 November 1854
Peter Tompkins (44) Madison Brig Alida Lamar (Tamar?) Peters (50) Euphrasia

- died January 1852

Harriet (45)

Salina Clay (21) - died

Martha Clay (18) - died

Ann Eliza Clay (17)

Emily Jane Clay (15) - died January 9, 1851
Josiah Tompkins (7)

Clay Tompkins (3) - died August 5, 1851

November 1852
Samuel B. Webster (30) Lafayette

April 1853
Elvin Ash (44)
Lucinda (45)
Josephine (10)
Gabriel (8)
Nice (4)
Nancy J. (2)

November 1853
Joseph Ladd (28)
Susan (17)

George W. (2 mos.)
William Brown (45)
Susan (28)

John (4)

Isabella (4 mos.) - died whooping cough

Barque Shirley

Jackson Co. Banshee

Attica Banshee

George (30)
Alexander (25)
Priscilla (20)

Mary (18)

Simon (6)

Charles (4)

Mary (2)

Martha (20)

Rachel (25)

William Robinson (50)
Mary (30)

Emily (17)

Mary (10)

John D. Stewart (20)
The above emigrants may be from Putnam County and
Montezuma, Indiana.

November 1859

Rev. M. M. Clark M. C. Stevens
There should be two more emigrants on this ship from
Indiana.

November 1862
Isabella Harris (30)
J. H. Harris (34)

M. C. Stevens

Sources: African Repository and Colonial Journal;

Tom W. Shick, “Emigrants to Liberia, 1820-1843,” Liberian Studies
Research Working Paper No. 2 (Newark, Del., 1971); Robert T. Brown,
“Immigrants to Liberia, 1843 to 1865,” Liberian Studies Research
Working Paper No. 7 (Philadelphia, 1980).




